How to Handle Challenges

in Your Circle

Usually things will go smoothly in your Circle, but occasionally you may face a challenge.

Here’s advice on how to handle common challenges.

My Circle won’t stay together.

Encourage your Travel Coordinator to come up with creative ways to travel. Ask your

Cheerleader to come up with cheers to say as you travel.

Older kids complain about being with younger ones.

Highlight their helping role. Encourage them to help younger kids with crafts and

activities. Acknowledge them by telling younger kids, “[Name of older child] is really

good at that. Why don’t you ask him [or her] to help?” And allow time for this change

to become comfortable.

I have a clique in my Circle.

Cliques can make Circles unhappy for outsiders. Pair kids with partners they don’t

know very well during games and crafts to break down cliques.

One Circle member won’t participate.

Help shy children feel welcome by calling them by name often and asking them questions

directly. Respond to their questions with a smile and an encouraging statement.

Try giving children special jobs. For example, ask a child to find a place for your Circle

to sit at each Discovery Center. If someone doesn’t want to participate in games,

that’s OK. Let children rest until they’re ready to join in. Chances are, when kids see

how much fun everyone else is having, they’ll want to play too. Be generous; let kids

have an “off night” now and then.

Two kids in my Circle don’t get along.

Quietly take the two children aside and tell them that, though they don’t have to be

best friends, they do have to get along. Emphasize the quarter’s fruit of the Spirit at

times like these!

I have an overly active child.

Pair up this child with yourself during partner activities, and suggest that he or she

sit with you during quiet times. Try to make sitting still a game by saying, “Let’s see

how long you can sit still without interrupting. I’m timing you. Ready? Go!” If the child

is really uncontrollable, ask your director if you could have an assistant leader.

With a little patience and humor, you and your Circle of Friends will have a valuable,

relationship-building experience at FaithWeaver Friends!
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